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THIS WEEK @ FMC 

January 21-February 3, 2026 
 

Our journey through the Gospel of John includes the story of Nicodemus coming for a late night 
conversation with Jesus (John 3:1-21).  Because of our observation of Anabaptist World Fellowship 
Sunday, we will not be delving deeply into this story on Sunday (but if you come to the Confessional 
Bible Study tonight, you will have that opportunity!).  I invite you to spend time with the Prayer of 
Confession and Assurance below (written by Rev. Teri Peterson) as one way of considering how this 
story invites and challenges us, especially in the violent and painful realities we are being presented 
with in our country.  Our call is to invite all people into new life with God, and yet we so often write the 
‘other’ off as unlovable and even disposable.  What is the ‘darkness’ keeping us from noticing where 
God’s light is shining – not just for us and our ‘tribe’ but the whole world? May the Spirit blow us 
where the Spirit wants to lead us!    --- Pastor Tonya 
 

Prayer of Confession 
You come with love, O God, 
pouring yourself out for the world. 
We confess that we are often quicker to condemn than to love, 
and we are prone to restricting your love to those who think like us. 
Your abundant life shines with light, 
drawing all people into new life with you. 
We confess that we are addicted to the ways of this world, 
and we often choose to stay in them rather than the ways of your kingdom. 
Your Word made flesh reveals your presence among us. 
We confess that we see, but as in a mirror dimly, 
restricted by our worldview, bound by what we think we know, 
and unwilling to look clearly at the hard parts we’d rather ignore. 
Forgive us, loving God, 
and send your Spirit among us to re-make us, 
a new creation born of the fullness of your love. 
We ask in the name of the One who shines in the darkness, 
Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
Friends, the Spirit moves like the wind — coming and going to bring new life wherever she 
pleases. Trust that God’s love is carried on that wind for you today, and walk in newness of life. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
(prayers from a worship liturgy written by Rev. Teri Peterson) 
 
 
 
NOTE: our next THIS WEEK will post on February 3. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP at 9:30am   
The link to join is on our website: www.hutchfmc.org  Join 5 minutes early for announcements.  The 
bulletin can be found under the BULLETINS tab on our home page.   
 

http://www.hutchfmc.org/
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 – ANABAPTIST WORLD FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY: SOLIDARITY 
Celebrating Communion and receiving a One Lunch Offering to support the ministries of 
Mennonite World Conference. The invitation is to donate what you would spend on purchasing “one 
lunch.”  
 
Our MWC tagline lists “living out unity” as a core part of our identity. We exercise solidarity with our fellow 
Anabaptists across denominational lines locally, around the world, with the body of Christ more broadly, 
and with partners in building peace and pursuing justice. 
 
Solidarity is another word for the connection we exercise within the body of Christ. Unity expressed through 
actions reverberates beyond our efforts: we raise our voices and our finances in support; we stand together 
and lift each other up; we pay attention so that no one is left behind. 
 
Micah 6-7; Psalm 40:1-11; Luke 10:25-37; 1 Corinthians 13:13 
 
Preacher: Tonya Ramer Wenger 
Worship Leader: Jon Miller 
Pianist: Shelley Kauffman 
Song Leader: Shane Miller and Tonya 
Children’s Time: DeAnna Goering 
Scripture Reader: Diane Ziemer 
Prayers of the People: send prayer concerns to Pastor Tonya at 620-513-2828 
Ushers: Cheryl Warkentin & Russell Goering 
Nursery Attendant: Anna & Javion Crable 
Sound Tech: Shane Miller 
Livestream Tech: Jonathan Wenger 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026 – THE WOMAN AT THE WELL 
Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at the well, speaks of living water and true worship. 
John 4:1-42; Psalm 42:1-3 
 
Preacher: Jim Unruh  
Worship Leader: Delon Martens 
Organist: Pauline Buller 
Song Leader: TBD 
Children’s Time: TBD 
Scripture Reader: Tonya Ramer Wenger 
Prayers of the People: send prayer concerns to Pastor Jim at 620-921-0314 
Ushers: Jay & Stephanie Gehring 
Nursery Attendant: Diane Ziemer 
Sound Tech: Earl Ediger & Allen Ypder 
Livestream Tech: Jonathan Wenger 
 
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
During each worship service, you are invited to text your prayer joys and concerns – usually to Pastor 
Tonya.  You are also invited to send prayer joys & concerns during the week. The recording of our worship 
service is public, so let us know if you’d prefer your request to only be shared via email during the week.    
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Announcements are scrolled Sunday mornings before and after worship.  There will be no spoken 
announcements unless there are pressing announcements that did not make it into the PowerPoint. Please 
send any announcements you’d like to have included to the church office by Thursday each week.   
 
OFFERINGS 
We welcome, and are grateful for, your financial donations to our ministry here in Hutchinson.  Instead of 
collecting an offering during worship (except on special occasions), an offering box is placed at the back of 
the sanctuary for your Sunday morning donations.  You can also now make a donation directly from our 
website (www.hutchfmc.org) using a credit card or your banking account.  You are also welcome to send a 
check to 52 Rambler Rd Hutchinson KS 67502.  
 
CALENDAR – LOOKING AHEAD 
January 20 – Confessional Bible Study (rescheduled from Jan 7) – 6:30-8:30pm; RSVP’s helpful to Tonya 
January 21 – Congregational Ministry Team (CMT) and Coordination Teams, 6:30pm 
January 24 – FMC serves at the Soup Kitchen (volunteer on the signup sheets in the foyer) 
January 27-29 – Pastor Tonya attending DART Clergy Training in Orlando FL 
February 1 – M&Ms gathering, noon 
February 4 – Book Group begins a 6-week study – Wednesdays at 1:00pm, Common Grounds Room 
February 8 – FMC leads worship at Mennonite Friendship Communities, 10am 
February 8 – Sr. Youth Sub Sandwich Fundraiser (see details below) 
February 14 – Women & Girls event – RSVP to Jean by February 6 
 
REMINDER:  If you are last one out of the church building, be SURE the doors lock behind you. 

 
DEEPENING in Christ… 
PRAYER GROUPS & OPPORTUNITIES 
If you would like to join with others at FMC for prayer, please let the church office know. 
 
Tuesday (11:00am-Noon) ecumenical Centering Prayer group is meeting weekly.  For more details, contact 
Pastor Tonya.    
 
LPC: Listening-Prayer-Conversation Groups  
These groups meet for an hour once/month in the Common Grounds room and are facilitated by Pastor 
Tonya.  The format allows for time in prayer by yourself and also with the group.  Any are welcome to join, 
or to just come and check it out! It’s also possible to join on Zoom if you prefer.  

Upcoming gatherings are:   Tuesday February 10 at 1:00pm 
     Wednesday February 11 at 6:30pm 

 
ANABAPTIST WORLD FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY – JANUARY 25, 2026 
Every year on the Sunday closest to January 21 (the date of the first Anabaptist adult baptisms in Zurich 
Switzerland) we celebrate Anabaptist World Fellowship Sunday using resources provided by Mennonite 
World Conference.  On January 25 we’ll explore the theme of solidarity in a global community and will take 
a “One Lunch” offering to support the ministries of Mennonite World Conference. The invitation is for us all 
to donate what it would cost us to purchase ‘one lunch.’   

http://www.hutchfmc.org/
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WINTER SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for all ages @ 11am 
Children (age 2-5th grade) and Junior Youth (6th-8th) use Shine Curriculum from MennoMedia. This fall’s 
theme is: Fall of a Kingdom, focusing on “Calling On God – Psalms” and “Exile and Restoration – 1 & 2 
Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Ezra”. 
 
Senior Youth (9th-12th grade) meets weekly for Sunday School in the youth room upstairs with Jonathan 
Wenger and Tanya Martin Nisly. 
 
The Adult Class studying the Salt and Light Bible Study this fall with the theme, “Living God’s Abundant 
Life,” by Jo-Ann A. Brant.  The study will include scripture texts from John, 1 Thessalonians and 
Lamentations. They are meeting in the fellowship hall and a Zoom option will be available.  
 
A “Conversation & Connection” adult group also meets informally during the Sunday School hour.  Contact 
Maggie Pounds for more information or with questions about this group! 
 
Sunday School classes meet at 11:00am throughout the church building.  We do not have Sunday School on 
the 5th Sundays and on some major holidays.   
 
UPPER ROOM and REJOICE! devotional magazines  -  available above the mailboxes  

● UPPER ROOM .. regrettably, our order has not yet arrived 
● Rejoice! .. December, January, February  

 
STRENGTHENING Community Connections… 
 
CHURCH OFFICE REGULAR HOURS  

● Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am – 2:00pm 
● Wednesday 12 noon – 3:00pm (No Wednesday hours on January 28) 

 
PASTOR TONYA’S HOURS/SCHEDULE  
Office hours: 

● Monday: Day Off 
● Tuesday-Friday: generally working 8:00am-5:30pm   
● “In Office” Hours:  9-2 Tuesday and Thursday; noon-3pm Wednesdays  
● Available other times by appointment. 
● Available evenings and weekends (cell phone is most reliable) 

 
Tonya’s next monthly ‘day apart’ will be Wednesday February 25 (NO regular office hours that day!) 
 
BOOK GROUP . . . CHERISHED BELONGING, Gregory Boyle . . . begins February 4 
The book group will meet for six Wednesday sessions beginning February 4 at 1:00pm. All are welcome to 
join. If you need a copy of the book, feel free to order with your favorite book supplier or let the church 
office know. Our pattern is to share responsibility for facilitating discussions. A study guide is available. 
 
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP SUPER BOWL SUB FUNDRAISER is coming up – choose turkey or Italian subs 
for $10 each, including veggies.  The youth will be in the foyer Jan 25 and Feb 1 to take your orders. You can 
also place an order with Jonathan Wenger.  Deadline to order is midnight Feb 5.  
 
 

https://shinecurriculum.com/
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WOMEN & GIRLS of FMC . . Creative Living Experience – February 14 
You are invited to join us for a Creative Living Experience on Saturday, February 14 from 9:30-11:30 AM in 
the Fellowship Hall, FMC. Dress is casual. Coffeecake will be served. Please RSVP by Feb 6 to Jean Gaeddert 
at 620.663.1240.    – Jean Gaeddert, Julie Esau, Cindy Kroeker, & Julie Goering 
 
2025 INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION REPORTS 
Since the IRS has raised the standard deduction threshold and those with IRA’s can send directly to 
charitable organizations to help meet their minimum required distributions, the need to receive your 
annual contribution report has been diminished for income tax purposes.  Therefore, instead of stuffing 
mailboxes with annual giving reports, if you would like your giving report from FMC, please let me know I 
will get you yours.  You can reach me at mikedirks@earthlink.net or 620-474-1224.   - Mike Dirks 
 
ARMS WIDE OPEN – FMC’s history book 
The amazing story of First Mennonite Church’s 100 years is told in the history book prepared for our 
centennial celebration. Copies of the book are available for $25.00 (cash or check). You can also purchase a 
book online at a price that includes the cost of shipping (click on the “DONATE” button on our website to 
find this option).   Check with the church office to pick up a book. 

 
STRETCHING to Serve as Christ Served… 
 
RENO COUNTY FOOD BANK 
January: Peanut Butter  February: Canned Meat/Tuna 
Personal care/hygiene items such as these are appreciated anytime: toilet paper, laundry detergent, bath 
soap, Kleenex, deodorant, disposable razors, paper towels, shampoo, dish soap, hand/body lotion, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes.  Travel size – new & unopened – are desirable.  
 
Nourishing Our Future Capital Campaign 
The Reno County Food Bank will be moving to a new location at 4th and Severence. Their capital campaign 
will fund the necessary renovations and the purchase of equipment at this location. Contributions may be 
made online  at: https://www.foodbankofrenocounty.org/campaign or by sending a check to the Food Bank 
at this address: Food Bank Capital Campaign, 800 N Walnut, Hutchinson KS 67501  
Brochures are available on the table in the foyer or talk with Donna Davis for more information. 
 
SALTHAWK COMMUNITY SUPPORT (SCS) 
Salthawk Community Support is a local nonprofit housed under the umbrella of Trinity UMC that FMC has 
been involved with from its beginning through Pastor Tonya’s involvement on the board and donations of 
time, finances, and items from many of you in the congregation.  There is a basket in the foyer under the 
table designated for donations of gently used clothing (appropriate for teens) as well as new toiletry items 
(especially gender neutral deodorant).  We are also looking for adults to mentor high school youth. This 
involves meeting with them once/week for 30-45 minutes to be a supportive and encouraging presence.  
Talk to Pastor Tonya if interested in exploring this.  
 
THE MEN COOK fundraiser for Salthawk Community Support is coming up on Saturday January 31, 2026 
held at the Art Center from 7:00-8:30pm.  Tickets are $45 and can be purchased from Pastor Tonya or at 
the door. This is a fun evening of sampling food prepared by area cooks, including drinks and dessert.  
 
 
 

mailto:mikedirks@earthlink.net
https://www.foodbankofrenocounty.org/campaign
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BUHLER MENNONITE CHURCH ANNUAL CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP SUPPER . . . Wed, February 11 
It will be a carryout meal featuring chicken noodle soup, bread and pie.  Orders will be accepted through 
Wednesday, February 4.  Please call or text 620-664-7699 to let us know how many meal orders you 
want.  Pickup will be at the north entrance of the church from 4 to 6pm on Wednesday, February 11. Enter 
from the south side parking lot on B Street to pick up your meals.  This is a freewill offering with all 
proceeds going to MCC Meat Canner and Outreach Meals.  Checks may be made out to Buhler Mennonite 
Church.  Cash donations will also be accepted that evening.  Note the change in traffic direction. 
 
BETHEL COLLEGE announcements 
Thurs., Jan. 22 – Dr. Holly Swartzendruber, Bethel College associate professor of music, presents “Songs 
of Protest: A Sampling of Music that Defies and Dissents,” 7 p.m., Kauffman Museum auditorium. This 
program is connected to the museum’s current special exhibit, “Voices of Conscience: Peace Witness in the 
Great War.” [NOTE CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME from some earlier announcements.] 
 
Sat., Jan.  31 – Kauffman Museum annual Kansas Day event, “Flavor of Kansas,” noon-4 p.m., museum 
parking lot and grounds. For more information, see the Kauffman Museum Facebook page 
or kauffmanmuseum.org 

 

Sat., Jan. 31 – Bethel College Academy of Performing Arts (BCAPA) 30th-anniversary event featuring 
collaborative pianist Mory Ortman, emeritus professor of music Don Kehrberg and more, 6:30 
p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center. Tickets for the Jan. 31 concert are available at 
Thresher Shop in Schultz Student Center (Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.).  
 
MENNONITE MISSION NETWORK . . . note of gratitude 
Dear First Mennonite Church (Hutchinson), 
Thank you for your gift of $297.50 to Mennonite Mission Network in support of Missions. It is exciting to be 
walking with you, as we partner in God's work across the street and around the world. With your help, we 
are living into our guiding statement to "Be the Gospel." 
Thank you so very much for all you do to help extend the kingdom of God here on earth. Blessings to you! 

- Sincerely, Marisa Smucker, Executive Director, Mennonite Mission Network 
 
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES 
Schedule an appointment by calling 1-800-RED CROSS or scan the code on the poster in the foyer. 

• January 24, 9am-2pm, New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

• January 26-28, First Presbyterian Church 
 
KANSAS MENNONITE RELIEF SALE . . . April 10-11, 2026 
WANTED—Cars, Trucks, Motorcycles, RV's, Campers, Tractors, Modern Farm Equipment, etc. for the 
Kansas MCC Sale.  Items you no longer need help Feed and Clothe Thousands in desperate living 
conditions.  ALL donations are Tax Deductible.  Call Jerry Toews for info: 620 367 8257.  Help make a 
difference.  Be a part of the growing number of folks donating vehicles to the Mennonite Relief Sale. 
 
CAMP MENNOSCAH announcements 
Summer staff applications for the 2026 Summer Camps are open.  The application and further information 
can be found here or at the link at the end of this announcement.  Summer staff need to be 18 or older, 
preferably with one year of college, work or volunteering.  Contact Olivia at 316-293-7313 
or olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org with 
questions.  https://www.campmennoscah.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Programs%7CSummer%20Youth%20Ca
mps%3E%3ESummer%20Youth%20Camp%20Staff%20Application 
 

http://kauffmanmuseum.org/
https://www.campmennoscah.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Programs%7CSummer%20Youth%20Camps%3E%3ESummer%20Youth%20Camp%20Staff%20Application
https://www.campmennoscah.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Programs%7CSummer%20Youth%20Camps%3E%3ESummer%20Youth%20Camp%20Staff%20Application
mailto:olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org
https://www.campmennoscah.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Programs%7CSummer%20Youth%20Camps%3E%3ESummer%20Youth%20Camp%20Staff%20Application
https://www.campmennoscah.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Programs%7CSummer%20Youth%20Camps%3E%3ESummer%20Youth%20Camp%20Staff%20Application
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Thank you to all who choose to invest in Camp Mennoscah during 2025!  With nearly all gifts counted, we 
are pleased to report that contributions in 2025 exceeded 2024 by over 8.5%!  Combined with lower 
expenses, we ended the year with an operating surplus of over $63,000 which can be applied to the repairs 
needed at the retreat center.  While this is short of the overall goal, it is a positive step forward made 
possible by your support, and for that, all of us are endlessly grateful.  It is astonishing to think that offering 
and then matching the $10,000 challenge grants already undertaken by many of our partner congregations 
would complete this campaign in its entirety!.  To offer your pledge, or for additional information, text 
"CAMP" to 620.755.2583. 
 
SYMPOSIUM on the FUTURE OF WATER in KANSAS . . . Hesston Mennonite & Dyck Arboretum 
The Outreach Team of Hesston Mennonite Church invites your participation at a March 7, 2026 Spring 
Symposium on the Future of Water in Kansas. We are co-sponsoring this event to be held at Dyck 
Arboretum (177 W Hickory St), Hesston, Kansas, from 8:30 to 4:30 pm on Saturday, March 7. Experts and 
water managers from state, local and municipal agencies will address critical issues that affect our state’s 
water resources and demands. Brad Guhr, Education Coordinator, urges “Let’s educate ourselves and work 
together on solutions now, while water is plentiful, so we never have to face the fight (referring to Mark 
Twain’s quote that ‘Whisky’s for drinking and water’s for fighting.’) Look for registration details coming 
soon, or contact arboretum@hesston.edu. 
 
KANSAS MENNONITE MEN’S CHORUS 
Looking for Singers for the upcoming 2026 Kansas Mennonite Men's Chorus. We have six rehearsals in 
Hesston Mennonite Church starting on January 25th at 2:30 PM. The rehearsals last for 2 hrs. KMMC has 
been singing since 1969 in Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Nebraska and even Europe!!! If interested in 
singing or more information please reach out to Membership Chair Aaron Stucky via 
email stuckya2003@yahoo.com   or just come to the first rehearsal. 
 
SANTA FE TRAIL HISTORY featured in DYCK ARBORETUM LECTURE 
On Tuesday, January 27 at 7 p.m., the Dyck Arboretum of the Plains Winter Lecture Series welcomes 
historian and land steward Steve Schmidt for a presentation on "Santa Fe Trail History 101." Schmidt is not 
only a thoughtful interpreter of characters and cultures along the trail, he is also an avid steward of the 
prairie ecosystem that preserves and shows off the remaining trail ruts. Experience Schmidt’s passionate 
trail advocacy and learn how this historic pathway left a lasting mark on our state’s history. The lecture will 
take place in the Prairie Pavilion at the Dyck Arboretum at 177 West Hickory in Hesston. Admission is $5 
and can be paid at the door or ahead of time at dyckarboretum.square.site/upcoming-events. 
 
MENNONITE MISSION NETWORK announcements 
Mennonite Voluntary Service is accepting applications now for August 2026–July 2027. Adults 20+ are 
invited to serve for one year (renewable up to three) alongside nonprofits tackling poverty, immigration, 
education, health, and more. Live intentionally with other MVSers in a unit house, be supported by a local 
Mennonite church, and join a worldwide movement for peace and justice. Visit 
MennoniteMission.net/MVS  
 
Service Adventure. Can a gap year change your life? Only if you’re up for adventure! Service Adventure 
applications are now open for the 2026-27 term. Service Adventure is a 10-month volunteer experience for 
young adults ages 17-20. Live in community with peers and unit leaders, serve with local nonprofit 
agencies, and grow in your faith with a supporting church congregation! Learn more and apply at 
MennoniteMission.net/ServiceAdventure.  
 
 

mailto:arboretum@hesston.edu
mailto:stuckya2003@yahoo.com
http://dyckarboretum.square.site/upcoming-events
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Just Peace Pilgrimage Calais, France . . . April 6–18, 2026 
Walk with migrants, listen to their stories, and serve alongside organizations bringing hope at the edge of 
Europe. This 13-day pilgrimage will forever change how you see borders, justice, and the gospel call to 
welcome the stranger. Registration deadline: February 15, 2026, Only a few spots remain! Contact 
Stephanie Weaver at StephanieW@MennoniteMission.net or visit www.mennonitemission.net/JustPeace 
 
ANABAPTIST MENNONITE BIBLICAL SEMINARY announcements 
The Trail of Death: A Pilgrimage of Remembrance, Lament and Transformation: May 11–21. Participants 
in this pilgrimage will trace the route of the U.S. military’s 1838 forced removal of Potawatomi people from 
their ancestral homeland in northern Indiana to present-day Osawatomie, Kansas. This intensive graduate-
level course of Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary can be taken for credit, audit or no credit (trip 
only). Limit: 15 participants. Sign up by April 1. ambs.edu/trail-of-death 
 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE announcements 
CALLING FOR 2026-2027 MCC SALT PARTICIPANTS! MCC’s Serving and Learning Together (SALT) program is 
a year-long cross-cultural experience for young adults ages 18-30. It’s a chance to immerse yourself in 
another culture and grow in ways you never imagined. Whether your interest is in a specific region of the 
world, specific country, type of work or a language, there are numerous possibilities waiting to be explored. 
There is no cost to participate and there is student loan assistance available. You’ll grow. You’ll experience 
the world, find purpose, and you will Serve and Learn Together. Dates: August 12th, 2026 – July 17th, 
2027. Visit mcc.org/salt for more information, applications due Feb. 15.  
  
Celebrating 50 years of More-with-Less! Herald Press and Mennonite Central Committee invite you to 
share stories of food, joy, and resilience to help celebrate the 50th anniversary of the More-with-
Less cookbook. This beloved cookbook’s call to thrift, Christian compassion and abundant living is just as 
urgent and relevant today as it was in 1976. Go to this form to learn more and to submit stories, blessings 
or ideas for simple approaches to sharing food and fellowship. Please share your story by Feb. 15 for a 
chance to be featured in the 50th anniversary edition or additional digital resources—and receive a 
chocolate oatmeal cake recipe as thanks! 
  
MCC is recruiting Canner Operators to join its mobile meat canning team, which prepares about 600,000 
cans of meat annually for global communities in need. These operators travel to 30 U.S. locations from 
October to April, managing machinery, operating steam and pressure vessels, coordinating volunteers, and 
ensuring compliance with USDA regulations. Make new friends while participating in a unique service 
adventure! Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until April 25th OR until position is filled.  Apply 
online at mcc.org/careers. For more information, call 1-888-563-4676 or email marilynpeters@mcc.org. 
 
The winter 2026 issue of Intersections on “Decolonizing Relief, Development and Peacebuilding” issue 
of Intersections, compiled by Sara Wyngaarden is now on the MCC website. See 
here: https://mcc.org/media/document/149266. Authors reflect on the opportunities for and challenges in 
living into decolonial ways of working in Bolivia, Canada, Haiti, India, Palestine and Israel, Uganda, and 
more. 
 
Across the U.S.–Mexico borderlands — and in communities far beyond them — people of courage and 
compassion are responding daily to the realities of migration. MCC believes that listening to these stories 
helps us live more deeply into our values of peace, hospitality, and justice. Join us for Borderlands & 
Beyond Monthly Charlas, a new conversation series led by the MCC U.S. Immigration Network featuring 
MCC partners, community leaders, and borderlands practitioners who will share their work, struggles, 
insights, and hopes. Each charla provides a welcoming space to learn, ask questions, and explore how we 

http://www.mennonitemission.net/JustPeace
https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=fcf4b285dc&e=b0c52c4702
https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail20.com/t/i-l-zalkud-itidtuukht-jl/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjJ3FfJC6wzorA3-G6k5mLsIKc59l8KJdRJzOltZn8WlpInw/viewform
http://mcc.org/careers
mailto:marilynpeters@mcc.org
https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail20.com/t/i-l-zfkjtl-iihhdjikx-r/


9 

 

can participate in faithful advocacy and accompaniment. Find out more and register for the Zoom 
link: mcc.org/events/borderlands-and-beyond-monthly-charlas-mcc. 
Date: Every 3rd Thursday of the month (January to December 2026)  
Time: 4:00 PM PT / 5:00 PM MT / 6:00 PM CT / 7:00 PM ET  
Location: Online via Zoom  
 
Hidden LA learning tour: AAPI migration, memory and movement building. Join us February 27-March 1, 
2026, for an immersive journey through AAPI communities in Los Angeles. Explore historic Chinatown, Little 
Tokyo, Koreatown, and more while engaging with community leaders and learning about migration, 
resilience and solidarity. Build cross-cultural connections and gain insights to advance justice in your own 
community. Registration: $300. Register today!  
 
MCC’s high school essay contest is now open! The annual MCC U.S. National Peace & Justice Ministries 
essay contest highlights the perspectives of youth on significant public policy issues and promotes the 
involvement of young people in faithful witness to government authorities. Submissions may be in English 
or Spanish. The contest is open to Mennonite, Brethren in Christ and other Anabaptist youth of high school 
age and to all youth who attend Mennonite high schools within the United States, including Puerto 
Rico. Regional prizes will be awarded, with the top three essays being submitted to the national 
competition. Regional top prize is $200 and the national contest grand prize is $1000. Contest topics, rules 
and resources can be found at mcc.org/events/high-school-essay-contest. The deadline for submitting 
entries is February 27, 2026. Essays should be submitted to centralstates@mcc.org, questions can be 
directed to beckyteiwes@mcc.org. 
  
Recycling opportunities at MCC in North Newton, KS! MCC accepts the following materials for recycling, 
cardboard, books, and paper. We also recycle soft plastics (any plastic packaging that you can stretch with 
your finger, including Amazon mailers and bubble wrap). We also accept and process wearable clothing, 
shoes and purses/bags. However, it is best to donate those items to an Et Cetera Shop first, if possible. 
When you arrive at MCC, follow the signs toward the warehouse and you’ll find bins outside under the 
covered roof for each recyclable item. MCC is located at 121 E. 30th Street in North Newton, questions can 
be directed to duaneunruh@mcc.org or 316.283.2720. 
 
MENNONITE CHURCH USA announcements 
MC USA’s Safe Church ministry recently presented an online training webinar based on Part 1 of the 
denomination’s new Prevention and Accountability Resource. Designed for pastors, church leaders and 
congregational teams, this session provides practical guidance to help congregations create safer spaces 
and stronger systems of accountability. Watch it here in English https://bit.ly/44uyi5q or 
Spanish https://bit.ly/48nXw6T. 
 
MENNONITE DISASTER SERVICE (MDS) . . . monthly newsletter 
Click on this link to read more: https://conta.cc/3YovH9P 
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